
HOLLADAY GENERAL PLAN UPDATE 
PUBLIC SCOPING MEETING  
HOLLADAY CITY HALL        NOVEMBER 19, 2014 

 

ATTENDANCE: 19 people 

COMMENTS: 58 total 

NUMBER OF COMMENTS MADE AT MEETING: 52 

NUMBER OF COMMENTS MADE ONLINE: 6 

 

MEETING NOTES 

 

COMMUNITY  

• Address the challenges created by change and create a way to channel it and preserve what the 
community values about Holladay.  

• Create community to respond to development pressures and channel the City’s character. 
• Provide a road map for Holladay’s future; acknowledge that freezing things in time is not the 

answer. 
• Holladay should continue to be a community that values trees, views, and unique architecture. 
• Leadership should be open to new ideas but should weigh changes against the historic 

development patterns that have made Holladay unique. 
• Develop a community center with art classes, an oral history recording studio, children’s 

activities, etc.  The Cotton Bottom area was suggested as a site that might work well for a 
community center. 

• Holladay is becoming a “second-home,” community.  How can community be sustained when 
some residents live here only intermittently? 

• Holladay should become a place where people of every age, from all income levels, and diverse 
ethnic backgrounds will want to live, work, and shop.  

 

DEVELOPMENT PATTERNS AND NEIGHBORHOOD CHARACTER 

• Change is happening too fast in the City, for example:  
o One-acre properties are being destroyed in Cottonwood and Holladay Boulevard 

(Newman) area and are losing value. 
o New neighbors are not honoring pioneer deed descriptions.  It is hard and expensive to 

get survey, parcel, and ownership information.  There are privacy issues. 
o Lawsuits are increasing related to parcel ownership issues.  GPS surveys do not match 

up with the boundaries on deeds. 
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o Holladay is being destroyed by the demolition of houses which are then replaced with 
significantly larger houses. 

o Holladay is being destroyed by the removal of mature vegetation. 
o Historical elements (trees) in the right-of-way have been torn down.  
o The City built the high school too close to the street – it is ugly and unpleasant. 
o Developers only care about the size of properties, not about vegetation. 
o Mature vegetation has been destroyed on Arbor Lane off of Highland Drive (near new 

Cottonwood Mall project).   
o Developers remove mature vegetation and smaller houses to build “monster mansions,” 

with several garages, lots of asphalt and paving, bluegrass, which does not fit with the 
character of Holladay.   

• There should be requirements to maintain properties. It would be good to have control in some 
areas, especially older ones with larger trees. 

• Look closely at specific neighborhoods and their issues and solutions. 
• Implement policies that would require new homes to have a smaller footprint on their lots. 
• Holladay should be preserved.  
• Maintaining a country feel to the neighborhood should be given equal importance to doing 

whatever one wants with one's property.  
• The apparent progression to another Sandy or South Jordan should be halted. 
• The City of Holladay should follow ordinances and not benefit developers at the expense of long 

term residents. 
• Provide more community gardens. 
• Support was voiced for the new Holladay Village development. 
• Holladay should support local businesses but accommodate large retail outlets like the old Mall. 
• Introduce more mixed-use and high density development where appropriate. 
• Implement height restrictions for new development. 

o It was noted that Holladay is out of developable land, other than the Cottonwood Mall 
site.  The city is built-out, with the exception of some pockets of rural land for infill. 

o It was noted that the Sinclair gas station cost $ 400,000 and the City bought it just so 
they could control that site. 

 

ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES 

• Implement a requirement that tree diameter needs to be measured, and restrict tree removal 
based on size. 

• Preserve this beautiful green community with lots of tree-lined streets. 
• There was strong support for integrating tree preservation and maintenance into the plan. 
• Lots of cars idling at intersections around the new Cottonwood Mall mixed-use development 

will pollute the neighborhood. 
o It was noted that trees absorb pollution, and they have a large economic value as well. 
• Address the impacts climate change and discuss implementation of mitigation 

measures. 
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HISTORIC PRESERVATION 

• Preserve the old character, identity, and history of Holladay; it was noted that these are at great 
risk. 

• Runaway development is the biggest threat to Holladay. 
• Holladay was GREEN, Holladay is GREEN, Holladay should be GREEN. 
• Holladay should preserve its rural feel. 
• Holladay is noted for its mature vegetation.   
• Holladay should remain full of mature vegetation – especially trees. 
• Preserve Holladay’s rural character – it was beautiful and natural. 

o It was noted that the initial name for the City after incorporation was the City of 
Holladay-Cottonwood, in order to reflect its more rural character.  

o It was noted that there is a historic walking tour which locates historic markers and 
historic trees.  

o Holladay’s history is unique to the entire state because of the Cottonwood trees – it was 
the only natural tree area when the pioneers first settled due to seasonal flooding.  Big 
Cottonwood Creek provided water via canals to create the Salt Lake Valley.  

• Document Holladay’s history (including maps) and create a good database that can be used to 
develop future ideas.   

• Create a historical database and create maps with the help of the historical society.   
o It was noted that this effort could be used to build community. 

 

TRANSPORTATION 

• There are traffic concerns in the Highland area between 50th and 48th South, adjacent to the new 
Cottonwood Mall development. 

• Given the inevitable impacts on traffic of the new mixed-use development at the Cottonwood 
Mall site, information is needed regarding planning for the traffic and its impact on the 
community, as well as proactive strategies for making a successful transition once the 
development is in place. 

o It was noted that six years ago the city did a lot of research in relation to the 
development of the Cotton Wood mall site master plan and its effect on traffic, 
including traffic studies. These are available at the City Planning offices. 

• Is 4500 South from Highland Drive to 2300 East going to be widened? There are concerns that it 
may be too narrow to handle future growth. 

o It was noted that 4500 South is a Utah state road, and the state has planned for it to 
become a major East-West corridor from I-215.  It is planned to widen up to 2300 East 
when growth dictates. 

o The City has asked Wasatch Front Research Council for planning assistance with the I-
215 intersection. 
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BICYCLE LANES 

• In order to create safe travel lanes, Big Cottonwood Road should be widened when/if the 
proposed bike lane is implemented.   

• Bike lanes and road shoulders should be maintained so that riders can use them and not enter 
the vehicular traffic lanes, which causes competition with cars.  

o It was noted that bike lanes often seem to be implemented for political reasons, but 
after construction they are not maintained. 

• Look carefully at bike lanes in relation to overall transportation in Holladay. 
o It was noted that The City of Holladay will spend $ 200,000 on both signage and 

roadway striping for bike transport over the course of the next 8 months. 

 

ARTS 

• Develop a museum with the works of great artists from Holladay. 
• Create public art such as murals and other artwork in outdoor spaces. 
• Preserve Arnold Friberg’s artwork for Holladay and his legacy and history for Utah.   

o It was noted that Friberg’s artwork is being sold off randomly. 
o It was noted that an arts center was discussed between 2006 and 2008, but there was 

no funding at that time for a public/private partnership.  Since the economy has 
improved, now is a better time to address it.   

• Address the ways in which the arts can have a positive economic impact on the community. 
• Integrate the arts into the general plan. 

 

GENERAL PLAN PROCESS 

• General Plans are required by state law, and must address land use, housing, and 
transportation. 

• Do politics, UDOT, or developers “trump” the General Plan?   
o It was noted that a strong plan with a good vision will help guide the community. The 

community can adopt issues in the General Plan to gain support from the State and 
other groups. In addition, an active citizenry which attends commission and city council 
meetings is important to advance the goals of the General Plan.   
 

NEXT STEPS 

• There are two more meetings scheduled: an alternatives workshop in February and a Draft Plan 
presentation in April, so that the plan can be adopted in fall 2015. 

o It was noted that economic projections would help get the conversation going; these 
will be presented at the next meeting. 
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